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Tamarack Ridge is a suburban residential 
neighborhood located in a natural wooded 
setting with a rural sense of privacy, and 
within city limits of Whitefish, Montana. 
Throughout the design and planning of 
Tamarack Ridge the intent has been to pre-
serve the mature forested character of the 
original setting, and to create an in-town 
subdivision of large residential lots that are 
supported by city services. 
 
These Design Guidelines are prepared with 
the purpose of inspiring owners and their 
design professionals to create innovative, 
contextual home designs. Each new home at 
Tamarack Ridge will take advantage of the 
unique natural features of the lot, while 
complimenting the overall neighborhood 
character. 
 
This document helps direct owners and de-
sign professionals from the preliminary and 
programming phase through final design 
review and project construction. Images, 
drawings and descriptions throughout the 
Design Guidelines illustrate examples of 
various architectural styles considered ac-
ceptable in Tamarack Ridge. These images 
are meant to be conceptual in nature, and 
should be used to inspire design of unique 
solutions for owners. 
 
 

The architecture of Tamarack Ridge homes allows 
for a blend of regional, mountain resort, rustic, 
contemporary, and other contextual styles 
through the careful use of natural and design-
appropriate material and building massing that 
addresses the unique natural features of the lot. 
Combinations of traditional, modern, rustic, and 

mountain contemporary vernacular are encour-
aged to be executed through the use of listed ma-
terials, colors, proportions, and design details. 
 
Specific suggestions for site integration, propor-
tion, scale and balance, rhythm, color, material, 
and building massing are offered in examples of 
photographs and drawing details, as well as sche-
matic design examples of specific Tamarack 
Ridge lots.  

INTRODUCTION 
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Proportion 

Design components should have a proportional re-
lationship to the home's programs. This can be 
achieved by creating a hierarchy of massing that re-
lates the programmatic elements to size of their re-
sulting volume. For example, a public living mass 
(living/kitchen/dining/entry) should appear hier-
archically dominant over a bedroom volume, and a 
circulation volume (link, hall, or stair tower) should 
appear subordinate to a garage volume. This also 
applies to roofs, windows, doors, fascias, architec-
tural details, posts, entry forms, and site retaining 
walls.  

Balance 

Balance is measured by the overall composition of vis-
ual forms; the exterior material placement and integra-
tion, the proportion of window area to wall area etc.. 
Simple two story box massing with little or no relief 
(ex.; Colonial, Italian Renaissance, Greek Revival, etc.) 
is not acceptable. By adding horizontal interplay to the 
massing, positive and negative space is kept in careful 
balance with the overall site, creating a positive ex-
pression of the home. 

Scale 

Homes should be scaled in plan and composition rela-
tive to the size of the lot, and height should be scaled 
to both the site's natural topography and trees. Every 
effort should be made to allow the buildings mass and 
volume to exist at natural grade, and should feel ap-
propriately scaled to the site's landscape, access, and 
view from other lots and roads.   

Site Integration 

A Tamarack Ridge home should be integrated into 
its specific site. Site integration includes proper loca-
tion within building setbacks; floor plans that articu-
late and separate major project components; and 
placement of building masses that follow natural 
grade. Garage and basement elements should be 
day-lighted through the use of retaining walls cov-
ered with natural materials and integrated into ma-
jor landscape features. Building volumes should 
step with grade, respect major existing landscape 
elements (large trees and rock outcroppings,) and be 
placed to preserve off-site views and view corridors 
through site from adjacent lots.  

Elements of Composition 
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Rhythm 

Rhythm refers to design continuity within individ-
ual structures’ massing and detailing.  Sometimes 
this occurs as regular or harmonious recurrence of 
overall forms; window and door openings, roof  
lines, structural support elements, colors and mate-
rials.  Design should exhibit a discernible rhythm, 
even apparently random patterns can create pleas-
ing rhythms.  

Color 

Natural colors, earth tones, and genuine interpreta-
tions of man-made materials are appropriate and 
encouraged. Strategic use of accent color to person-
alize, add variety, or create individual character is 
allowed when in harmony with the overall project 
color palette of the individual project and the com-
munity. All body and accent colors must be ap-
proved by the Architectural Review Committee 
(ARC) as part of the review and approval process.  

Material Integration 

Tamarack Ridge does not stipulate specific criteria 
regarding the allowable type and placement of exte-
rior materials; rather, it is reliant on the design pro-
fessional to create solutions that respond to the pro-
ject's site and massing, while complying with the 
broad definition of acceptable materials as defined 
by these guidelines.  
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Buildings should be residential in scale and 
preferably asymmetrical in plan and eleva-
tion. Building forms should trend towards 
compositions of various masses rather than 
large, monolithic or singular forms.  

Building Massing and Form 

Masses should express interior spaces or 
groups of related spaces. Gable, shed, tower, 
dormer, and clerestory are the primary (but 
not the only) acceptable forms of order for 
building massing.  
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Lot 9's natural flat bench and orientation towards Whitefish Mountain Resort al-
lows for a composition of smaller, simple vernacular forms (gable, shed, and 
tower) in balance with garage and barn structures that may be desired for an em-
phasis on outdoor recreation (and necessary equipment and staging areas.) 
Three articulated masses of home, garage, and barn are arranged to shield entry 
and vehicle court from road. All three forms are connected by an appropriately 
sized dog run, which allows canine access to each structure within view of cen-
tral home spaces, and within lot setbacks and landscaping. 

For further lot examples please see the appendix located at the end of the guidelines. 
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Finished grade shall not be artificially built up 
to affect a building's perceived height. No point 
of the building shall be higher the 35’ above the 
natural grade at a given point.  

It is preferred that a building's second story 
portion does not exceed 60% of the ground floor 
square footage. The designation of roof attic 
space as usable living space is encouraged.  

No facade of any building, other than approved 
barn-type buildings, shall have a flat plane    
extending more than 40 feet horizontally.   

ROOFS 

Roof materials shall be either oxidized or       
antiquated steel, fire-treated wood shake, fire 
treated wood shingle, copper or zinc. Clay,    
Cementous or slate tile may be approved as 
well after special consideration by the ARC.  

Three-tab architectural grade composition   
shingle (asphalt) roofs in natural tone colors 
will be allowed.  Brightly painted metal roofs, 
or bright galvanized metal roofs will not be al-
lowed; metal roofs with traditional profiles and 
details in natural patina are allowed and en-
couraged. Roof colors must be submitted to the 
ARC for approval and should be compatible 
with surrounding natural landscape. Generally 
roof colors shall include dark greens, browns, 
grays and natural wood tones.  

Fascias shall be proportional in massing -     
generally thin in nature, except where built up 
fascias are appropriate to shed roof forms and 
pitch. Large, overly heavy built-up fascias are 
discouraged. 

 

Architectural Design Guidelines 

MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SQUARE      
FOOTAGE AND BUILDINGS 

All properties shall have a minimum of total 
constructed “livable” enclosed and conditioned 
square footage (LSF) of 1,500 square feet. Total 
gross square footage (TGSF) is not to exceed 
5,000 square feet per property. Total gross 
square footage is to be calculated by measuring 
from the outside of exterior walls, including all 
enclosed, conditioned, and roofed space. Areas 
not included in the calculation of TGSF are the 
garage square footage, which is limited to 1,000 
total gross square feet; unfinished attic areas 
that are generally below head height; crawl 
spaces; open porch and deck space; as well as 
open balcony space.  

This square footage may be constructed in up to 
three separate buildings with the main building 
being no larger than 3,500 TGSF and the sec-
ondary buildings being no larger than 1,500 
TGSF combined. If multiple buildings are con-
structed, they must be connected with land-
scape features such as paths.  

BUILDING HEIGHT  

Building height is to be measured from the ele-
vation of the average existing grade around the 
building's perimeter to the highest point of the 
roof, not counting chimneys, cupolas or other 
small building appurtenances.  
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Gable Roof Form 

ROOF PROJECTIONS 

All roof projections, including flues, vents, and 
other equipment (excluding decorative fireplace 
chimneys), must penetrate the roof behind the 
ridge and away from the primary approach to 
the building. They must be compatible in height 
and material with the structure from which they 
project or must be painted to match the roof col-
or or sleeved in copper, zinc or lead. External 
stone chimneys are encouraged as a major de-
sign feature. Secondary chimney structures may 
be clad in natural-colored wood siding.  

Dormers and clerestories used to break up pri-
mary roof forms are encouraged. Roofs on ancil-
lary structures such as traditional-appearing 
barns and small agrarian style structures may 
have simpler forms than described above.  

Shed Roof Forms 

Main roofs that are not hipped shall have a pitch 
at or above a ratio of 5:12 to 10:12. Hipped roofs 
may have lower pitches. Low, sloped accent are-
as are typically acceptable. Multiple single pitch 
sheds are encouraged if in proper composition. 

ANCILLARY STRUCTURES  

Ancillary structures such as garages, sheds and 
barns must be designed in the same vernacular 
as the main structure. Buildings or other im-
provements that starkly contrast with other ex-
isting improvements on a property will not be 
approved.  

If one ancillary structure is constructed, it can  
either be attached or detached from the main 
building. If two ancillary structures are con-
structed, one should be attached or otherwise 
integrated to the main building. "Attached" is 
defined as connected to the main building with 
a roof structure (i.e. breezeway, connecting 
porch, etc.), and “integrated” refers to connec-
tion of the two structure by site or landscape 
walls. 

All built structures, including ancillary struc-
tures, must go through the ARC process as de-
fined by this document.  

Ancillary Structure Connected By A Breezeway 
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Trapezoid Windows 

GRADING AND FOUNDATIONS 

Buildings and decks are to follow topographical 
changes through the use of stepped floor levels. 
The overall goal is to fit the building into the 
natural surroundings and into the topography 
of the property without significant alterations to 
original grade.  

Foundation walls shall merge with grade and 
shall appear to be traditional masonry load-
bearing walls. Foundation walls should be one 
story or less in height, except where very steep 
grades require one and a half stories in height. 
Habitable spaces requiring large openings may 
be included behind said foundation walls. 
Foundation walls shall be stepped to better tie 
to topography and to reflect the true load-
bearing nature of historic masonry walls.  

PORCHES, DECKS, BALCONIES AND PATIOS  

The use of porches, verandas, courtyards and     
patios for climate control and outdoor living is   
encouraged. Such projections must be designed 
as integral elements of the building using com-
patible forms and materials. Upper story decks, 
which create unusable or unsightly spaces be-
low, will not be permitted.  

Porches, decks, and patios may be supported by 
timber, log or stone structures and the massing 
of such structures shall be in proportion with 
the base of the building.  

Handrails and guardrails shall be scaled and 
detailed to fit with the overall nature of the 
home. Glass guardrails will not be allowed. 
Wood, antiqued metal and combinations of 
these materials are encouraged.  

EXTERIOR LIGHTING  

Any exterior lighting shall be generally directed 
downward. Large floodlights or building lights 
shall not be allowed. Buildings shall not be 
flooded or lit with architectural drama as the 
goal. Generally, the goal should be to keep any 
light from shining directly onto or towards 
neighboring properties.  

EXTERIOR DOORS AND WINDOWS 

Door and window openings directly express the 
massing and usage of projects and therefore 
shall generally be of appropriate proportion, 
detail, and buildup. Modern apertures and large 
expanses of undivided glass will be allowed 
when in context. 

Large openings should be divided through the 
use of mullions or the ganging of smaller win-
dow units. Traditional shapes and proportions 
(squares and rectangles) must be used in pro-
portion with other accent shapes such as trian-
gular. 

Triangular, trapezoidal and round or half-round 
arched windows will be permitted. 
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Window/Door Shapes & Proportions 

Glass may be tinted to control heat gain; howev-
er, a reflective mirrored appearance will not be 
approved.  

Glass should generally appear clear from the ex-
terior. Windows may have either metal clad or 
wood exteriors. Vinyl windows will not be al-
lowed.  

Windows should be set back into the wall and 
not flush with exterior materials where possible.  

Doors and windows shall be proportional to the 
section of the building where installed. When set 
in stone, fenestrations shall have an historically 
accurate proportion of stone on all sides and a 
lintel or arch above them.  

Skylights should be limited in quantity and size 
relative to the overall scale of the roof. Skylights 
must have tinted, flat glazing that does not pro-
trude above the plane of the roof. 

EXTERIOR WALL FINISHES  

Exterior walls are to be primarily clad in stained 
or natural (clear) wood, reclaimed wood, non-
painted steel siding with a natural patina, natu-
ral rock, board-formed concrete, and other sub-
stantial natural or rustic materials. Wood siding 
may take the form of horizontal, vertical, board 
and batten, live-edge or sharp-edged ship lap,  

Jeremy  

wavy edged vertical or horizontal boards, dove-
tail log siding with chinking, and other architec-
tural profiles of natural wood. 

Stacked log and log siding, whether hand-
crafted or milled with a hand-peeled finish, 
shall be considered when juxtaposed with other 
steel, concrete, rock, or glass elements that con-
trast the rustic nature of log masses with equal 
volumes of contemporary or modern materials; 
dovetail logs or siding are preferred to round 
profiles, though round may be considered if in a 
proper composition with aforementioned mate-
rials. Eclectic buildup of compatible materials is 
encouraged, although primary materials should 
be kept to a maximum of three on any given 
building volume (i.e. dovetail/glass/ rock, or 
concrete/board and batten/steel.) 

The incorporation of other materials is strongly 
encouraged. These materials can include hori-
zontal wood siding, shingles, shakes, board and 
batten siding, dressed stone, rock, rusted metal 
and limited amounts of true stucco so long as it 
is of an earth tone. Extensive use of painted wall 
areas on the exterior of the house will not be ap-
proved.  

Use of reclaimed woods, local stone and other 
materials from the area are encouraged.          
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SITE AND LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES 

 



 15 

The general goals of these Site and Landscaping 
Guidelines are; 

 To encourage owners to create outdoor spaces 
and areas to interact with the land to limit the 
visual intrusion of site improvements upon 
neighboring properties  

 To preserve the general flora, fauna and topogra-
phy of the property as a whole  

 To fit site and landscaping improvements into 
the existing land   

 To minimize tree, rock, and other natural site fea-
ture removal and site grading  

 To utilize new plantings that are native or co-
habitable with the existing natives  

 To eliminate the spread of noxious weeds on the 
property  

 To limit the use of water for irrigation where 
possible  

Owners are responsible for ensuring that they 
and their designers and contractors are aware of 
the actual location of all site boundaries, building  
envelopes, and other applicable setbacks. 

The ARC may choose to grant a relocation or re-
configuration of the building envelope if it is 
agreed by the ARC that the new envelope is ad-
vantageous to the development as a whole.  

GRADING AND DRAINAGE 

A topographical survey must be prepared for all 
properties. Using this survey as a basis, a site 
plan must then be prepared and submitted 
showing all proposed finished grades as well as 
the existing grades. In general, major alteration 
of natural topography is discouraged. Buildings 
and other site improvements should be designed 
to fit into the existing topography wherever pos-
sible.  

BUILDING ENVELOPE AND PLACEMENT 

The architectural and landscape elements pro-
mote a sense of cohesiveness throughout 
Tamarack Ridge. The community landscape 
guidelines establish the overall landscape 
character and theme. Additionally, they act as a 
catalyst for the development of a community 
composed of native plant materials as well as 
ornamental plant material and hardscape finish 
treatments. 

No site improvement, other than access drives, 
underground utilities, address signs and land-
scaping, may be constructed outside of the 
building envelope. No portion of any building, 
porches, cantilevered portions of the house, etc., 
may set outside of the building envelope except 
for roof overhangs and chimneys.  

General Site & Landscaping Principles 
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Severe road cuts visible from areas off of the 
property in question will not be allowed. No al-
teration to any topography or surface feature-
shall cause additional run-off or drainage onto 
adjacent property. 

DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING 

Driveways are to be no wider than 14 feet 
(finished surface). Finished materials should be 
one of the following: 1)asphalt;  2) natural stone 
cobblestones; 3) rock; 4) pavers. Poured concrete 
with natural, exposed aggregate, stained or 
pressed texture may all be used as edging for 
the driveways and as accent areas up close to 
the buildings, but may not be used as the main 
body of the driveway. Asphalt to match existing 
color and texture of property roadways and 
paths.  

PATHWAYS, COURTYARDS & TERRACES 

Pedestrian  pathways are to be no wider than 
five feet. Materials for pathways outside of the 
building envelope should be crushed gravel, or 
wood chip paths. Within the building envelope, 
natural stone, cobblestones, rock pavers, brick or 
concrete pavers, poured concrete with natural, 
exposed aggregate, stained, or pressed concrete 
may all be utilized for pathways as well.  

Connections to the public pedestrian pathways 
are encouraged. The construction of pedestrian 
terraces, porches, gazebos and other site ele-
ments are encouraged as long as they meet these 
guidelines. Pathways, driveways, and associated 
hardscape/landscaped areas may encroach up-
on setbacks if approved by the ARC. Roofed ele-
ments must be within the building envelope. 

TREE AND UNDERGROWTH REMOVAL 

Prior to any removal of trees or undergrowth 
on a property, a landscape plan showing any 
tree with over a 6-inch caliper (trunk diameter 
five feet off of the ground) to be removed shall 
be submitted and approved by the ARC. 

Additionally, all trees over a 6-inch caliper pro-
posed for removal must be flagged on site for 
the ARC review. In general, owners are encour-
aged to retain as much of the existing trees and 
undergrowth as possible. However,   selective 
thinning for fire safety, construction, view shed 
improvement, or forest health reasons is ac-
ceptable. The under-story growth outside of the 
building envelope should consist of native 
plants and grasses. Highly manicured lawns 
and plantings are not allowed away from the 
building area. 

NOXIOUS WEEDS 

Owners are responsible for controlling and mit-
igating noxious weeds on their lots.  Owners 
are responsible with complying with the city of 
Whitefish ordinance regarding noxious weeds. 

FENCING, WALLS AND GATES 

Except for dog runs on the side or back of the 
residence, and fencing or walls that shield gar-
bage receptacles from adjacent lots, fencing and 
walls are not allowed except as a continuation 
of house retaining walls that become part of the 
site.  Use of underground/invisible fences are 
encouraged to contain household pets on a lot. 

Where fencing is proposed, a detail of the type 
of fencing must be submitted and approved by 
the ARC.   
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Wire or coated chain-link fencing will be al-
lowed so long as they are shielded (not visible) 
from adjacent lots. No unfinished concrete re-
taining walls will be allowed, except for board 
formed or architecturally detailed concrete. 
Natural, thin stone veneer is acceptable. Faux 
stone veneer is not. Such walls must be board 
formed concrete clad in natural stone of a type 
and color that blends into the surrounding 
landscape.  

Split face concrete block retaining systems will 
only be allowed in areas with minimal visual 
impact on adjacent properties and with appro-
priate landscape planting to mitigate the im-
pact of the wall.  Entry gates shall not be al-
lowed at private driveways. 

GENERAL PLANTING AND LANDSCAPING 

In general, the goal of these guidelines is to 
keep the development appearing as a cohesive 
piece of land rather than a patchwork of indi-
vidual landscaping projects. With this in mind, 
mowed, irrigated and highly manicured lawns 
will not be allowed outside of the area adjacent 
to buildings.  Land outside of the building en-
velope shall remain as consistent with the exist-
ing, native landscape as possible.   

New plantings in these areas shall consist of 
natural groupings of plants native to the Flat-
head Valley arranged to look as natural as pos-
sible. Formal, regimented landscape plantings 
will not be allowed.  

Areas of soils that are disturbed during con-
struction shall be re-seeded and restored to 
blend with the surrounding area as quickly as 
possible.  

PLANTING AND LANDSCAPING 

Lots should appear to generally have native, non
-manicured, indigenous plantings and ground 
coverings up to the home and ancillary struc-
tures. A single area of manicured, mowed lawn 
no larger than 30 feet in any direction is permis-
sible within the building groupings as long as it 
is not visible from adjacent roads or the main ap-
proach on the front side of the building.  

In some cases landscaping adjacent to buildings 
and away from direct visual contact with adja-
cent properties may be planted with more tradi-
tional, irrigated and manicured lawns. Plantings 
must still comply with the use of native species 
but in these areas a more formal landscape de-
sign might be approved.  

 

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING 

No upward facing lighting into the canopies of 
trees or shrubs shall be allowed. In general, 
landscape lighting shall be kept to a minimum. 
Low, dim path lighting is the only type of land-
scape lighting that will be approved.  
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UTILITIES 

All utilities shall be underground. Solar panels 
shall be either roof mounted in a manner that 
screens them entirely from adjacent properties 
or surface mounted in arrays that are screened 
from adjacent landowners.  

TV /satellite/radio antennas shall be mounted 
in a way to be screened from adjacent proper-
ties as well.  

ADDRESS MARKERS 

Owners may construct an address marker at 
their driveway entry. In areas where the design 
includes stone, the type of stone should match 
that being used in the rest of the individual 
owner's project. This address marker may be lit 
with a dim landscape down light.  Owners may 
install and maintain a visible address marker 
attached to the house which may be legible 
from the road. 

WILDLAND FIRE PROTECTION 

Tamarack Ridge is located in an area that is 
susceptible to wildland fires. Each landowner is 
responsible for taking the proper steps to de-
sign and maintain their property in a manner 
that limits the dangers of a wildland fire. Each 
owner is encouraged to create buffer zones, 
limit ladder fuels, and utilize other standard 
fire protection measures. Each owner is also 
responsible for understanding the dangers 
wildland fires pose. Owners are encouraged to 
contact the USDA-National Forest Service in 
Kalispell, Montana for more information.  

POOLS AND WATER FEATURES 

Pools, spas and approved self circulating water 
features are permissible. Swimming pools must 
not be visible from adjacent properties.  

Pool that is not visible to adjacent lots 

Pools shall be no larger than 1200 square feet. 
Streams and ponds are not allowed with the ex-
ception of self circulating water features which 
may be allowed on a case by case basis.  The de-
sign will need to be approved by the committee.   

No ponds may be stocked with any species of 
fish or other animal without proper governmen-
tal agency approval.  

Any and all water features must meet all state, 
federal and county regulatory requirements.  
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DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 
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Plans for any improvement will be carefully re-
viewed by the ARC to ensure that the design is 
compatible with the development as a whole 
and the particular lot in question. This process 
must be followed for any change, alteration or 
modification to any Tamarack Ridge property 
by any person including the construction, in-
stallation, alteration or removal of any struc-
tures and any appurtenances of every type in-
cluding dwellings, buildings, barns, stables, 
outbuildings, well enclosures, pipelines, fences, 
grading, ponds, excavations, parking area, 
walks, walls, garages, roads, driveways, light 
poles, signs, antenna, satellite dishes, or the like. 
This includes site and/ or landscape improve-
ments, except for the replacement of plant spe-
cies similar to those previously approved by the 
ARC.  

The ARC will evaluate all development pro-
posals on the basis of the Tamarack Ridge De-
sign Guidelines and project Covenants. Most of 
the guidelines outlined in this document are 
written as relatively broad standards and the 
interpretation of these standards is left up to the 
discretion of the ARC.  

To gain approval from the ARC on any im-
provement, as defined above, the owner(s), or 
their representatives, must precede any work 
with a Pre-Submission Conference of a complet-
ed Preliminary Application Form and fee. After 
reviewing the initial application package, the 
ARC may choose to give immediate approval of 
the proposed improvement, if the  

improvement is deemed to be relatively minor 
in its effect on the development as a whole. 
However, any large improvement such as the 
construction of a new building, major land-
scaping work, or other significant change to the 
development will require a Pre-Submission 
Conference, a Preliminary Design Review, a 
Final Design Review, and Construction Inspec-
tions.  

It is required that the owner retains competent 
assistance from a licensed architect, a licensed 
landscape architect, and a licensed, bonded 
general contractor for any significant construc-
tion and/ or improvement. Additional assis-
tance from other licensed design professionals 
such as civil engineers, structural engineers, is 
also recommended. The owner, and the own-
er's chosen consultants, should carefully review 
the Covenants as well as the Design Guidelines 
prior to commencing with the project design or 
the Architectural Design Review Process.    

If an owner wishes to work with an architect, 
landscape architect or general contractor who is 
not listed on the approved list, said architect or 
contractor must submit an approval request 
information package to the ARC. The ARC will 
review submitted packages and will either re-
quest more information, deny or approve the 
addition of the entity in question for utilization 
as a designer or builder at the Tamarack Ridge 
development. Please see the attached Design-
er/Contractor Approval Request Form in the 
Appendix of this document.  

Design Review Process Overview 
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The ARC's approval of a Final Design Review 
Submission is site specific and should never be 
construed to establish precedence for other 
sites or improvements at Tamarack Ridge. 

PRE-SUBMISSION CONFERENCE 

Prior to the preparation or submittal of any 
materials for the formal ARC review, the own-
er, and/ or the owner's representative, are re-
quired to meet with a representative of the 
ARC for a Pre-Submission Conference. The 
purpose of this meeting will be: 1) to discuss 
particular characteristics and any restrictions 
on the development of the property in ques-
tion; 2) to review the owner's proposed im-
provements; 3) to ensure that the owner, and/ 
or representatives understand the require-
ments, fees, process, and schedule of the De-
sign Review Process; 4) to determine whether 
the full design review process will need to be 
followed or whether the proposed improve-
ment is of a minor enough nature that only the 
Preliminary Application Form and fee need to 
be submitted. This Pre-Submission Conference 
is intended to offer guidance prior to initiating 
any investment in design and/ or construction 
and is a very important step in the overall pro-
cess. This meeting may be held via telephone if 
all parties agree it is suitable.  

PRELIMINARY DESIGN REVIEW 

After the Pre-Submission Conference is held, 
the owner, or owner's representative, must 
submit a Preliminary Application Form and 
the appropriate fee (please see attached appen-
dix D). Incomplete applications will not be ac-
cepted by the ARC.  

If it is determined during the Pre-Submission 
Conference that the improvement is of a minor 
nature, this Preliminary Application package is 
all that must be submitted. The application form 
will either be approved, denied or a request for 
further clarification will be issued.  

If the improvement in question is of a signifi-
cant enough nature to require the full design 
review process, the Preliminary Design Review 
Application Form, the appropriate fee, and the 
Preliminary Design Review Package should be 
submitted together at the same time. During 
this meeting, the ARC will approve, deny or re-
quest further clarifications regarding the Pre-
liminary Application package in question. The 
ARC may approve a submission with specific 
conditions placed on the approval or with sug-
gestions for possible changes.  

A checklist of required Preliminary Design Re-
view Submittal Documents is located in Appen-
dix A. This step in the process is intended to 
avert wasted time and professional fees, which 
would result from pursuing a design solution 
that is in conflict with the standards contained 
in this document. After this step, the owner 
should be able to rest assured that the time and 
money being spent on the owner’s design is go-
ing towards a project that is likely to be ap-
proved by the ARC. At the time of the Prelimi-
nary Design Review Submission, the owner will 
also be responsible for staking the corners of the 
proposed improvement on the property itself. 
Any large trees to be removed should also be 
properly tagged so the ARC may make a site 
visit and review the proposed improvement 
while standing on site.  
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Upon receipt of all required documents and the 
staking of the property, the ARC will review the 
submission at their next regularly scheduled 
meeting. The owner, and/ or owner's repre-
sentative and consultants, is welcome to be pre-
sent at the meeting, but this is not required. Ad-
ditional review meetings may be necessary to 
review altered and/ or new materials.  

FINAL DESIGN REVIEW  

Once the project owner has received the Prelimi-
nary Design Review approval and has complet-
ed significant construction documents for the 
project, the owner, or owner's representative, 
shall initiate the Final Design Review process by 
submitting the Final Design Review Application 
Form together with the required documents and 
appropriate fees. A checklist of required final 
design review documents along with a fee 
schedule for Final Design Review Application is 
attached in Appendix B.  

Upon receipt of the required documents, the 
ARC will review the submission at their next 
regularly scheduled meeting. The owner, and/ 
or owner's representatives and consultants, are 
welcome to be present at this meeting. The ARC 
will review and comment on the documents at 
the meeting and will issue either an approval, 
disapproval or request for further clarifications. 
Approval may be made contingent upon re-
quired conditions. If further clarifications are 
requested, additional information must be sub-
mitted to the ARC a minimum of five working 
days before the next regularly scheduled ARC 
meeting. After receipt of these clarification 
items, the ARC will review the information and 
will issue either an approval or denial of the 
documents.  

If the decision of the ARC is to deny any sub-
mission, the Committee shall provide the own-
er, and/ or owner's representatives, with a writ-
ten statement for the basis of the disapproval to 
assist the owner in modifying or redesigning 
the improvement so as to obtain the approval of 
the Committee.  

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION  

During construction of any improvement, the 
ARC, or an authorized representative, has the 
right to check said construction to ensure com-
pliance with approved final construction docu-
ments.  

If, as a result of a construction inspection, the 
ARC finds changes and or alterations that have 
not been approved, the ARC will notify the 
owner within three days of the inspection de-
scription describing the specific instances of 
non compliance and will require the owner to 
comply or mutually resolve the discrepancies. 

APPEALS PROCEDURE  

The owner has the right to appeal decisions 
made by the ARC. The owner can initiate such 
an appeals procedure by submitting a written 
document stating the reason for the appeal to 
the Tamarack Ridge Homeowners’ Association  
(HOA). The HOA will set a meeting date to re-
view the appeal and notify the owner of said 
date. The owner, or owner's representative, 
must be present at the meeting to review the 
appeal. The Board will render a decision at a 
scheduled meeting and provide to the owner in 
writing their reasons for denying or approving 
the appeal.  
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COMMENCEMENT OF WORK 

The owner, and/ or the owner's representative, 
shall not begin any work on any improvement 
until they have received approval to do so 
from the ARC.  

ALTERATIONS TO AN IMPROVEMENT 

If changes occur to a previously approved im-
provement during the course of construction, 
these changes must be submitted in writing to 
the ARC for review before any of the work 
containing these changes is completed. The 
proposed changes should be submitted with 
the completed Alteration Improvement Form 
(please see Appendix C).  

Given that the ARC understands that changes 
during construction are often time-sensitive the 
ARC will attempt to review these submissions 
as quickly as possible, but may wait until the 
next scheduled meeting to review them.  
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CONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
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CONSTRUCTION AREA 

Prior to commencement of construction on any 
improvement on any property, the general con-
tractor shall place temporary fencing around the 
area of construction to protect the remainder of 
the property, provide for temporary toilet facili-
ties, and provide for material storage and dis-
posal.  

Architects, contractors or subcontractors signs 
must be approved by the ARC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parking of contractors' vehicles and machinery 
must occur within specific areas that do not 
block owners' access to adjacent properties. 
Construction traffic, parked vehicles, and deliv-
ery vehicles shall not impede property traffic.  

CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC 

All construction traffic must stay on the most 
direct, main route to the project in question as 
established by the ARC at the Preconstruction 
Conference.  

Construction Process Overview 

COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION 

To ensure the construction of any improve-
ments that occur on a property will occur in a 
safe and timely manner without damaging the 
natural landscape of Tamarack Ridge, and 
without disrupting residences or guests, the 
following regulations will be enforced during 
construction periods.  Construction will not 
begin until Final Design Review approval has 
been received in writing from the ARC, re-
quired building permits have been attained. 

In order to work for owners at Tamarack 
Ridge, any architect, builder, contractor must 
be selected from an approved list administered 
by the ARC.  

If parties wish to be approved and placed on 
this list, they must provide photos of recent 
work along with names, addresses and phone 
numbers of their two most recent projects.  

The ARC will then review the prospective par-
ty's work and references and will issue a noti-
fication of their decision to approve or not ap-
prove the party for work on the project.  

PRE-CONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE  

Prior to commencing any construction on any 
improvement, the builder or contractor must 
meet with an authorized representative of the 
ARC to review the approved final plans, the 
construction area plans, and the construction 
regulations, and to coordinate scheduling con-
struction activities with the ARC.  

At this meeting, the building contractor or   
owner must bring a copy of all necessary 
building permits.  
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CONSTRUCTION TIMES  

The Time of construction will be limited to the 
period of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday.  

DEBRIS AND TRASH REMOVAL  

Builders and contractors must clean up all trash 
and debris from each construction site at the end 
of each day. Trash and debris must be removed 
from each construction site on a regular basis. 
Any damage to adjacent properties or roads will 
be assessed by the ARC to the property owner.  

LANDSCAPE PROTECTION 

All trees remaining on a property must be pro-
tected by temporary fencing or other measures 
to keep them from being damaged during con-
struction. All areas of native vegetation shall be 
protected by temporary fencing to keep con-
struction traffic off of those areas. Areas under 
the drip lines of trees shall be kept free of con-
struction equipment, material and debris.  

EROSION CONTROL  

All applicable properties shall have silt fencing 
installed on the downhill side of any soils dis-
turbance and in areas of ground water run-off 
collection.  

CITY OF WHITEFISH COMPLIANCE 

All construction upon a lot shall comply with 
the requirements of the appropriate building 
code adopted and in effect in the City of White-
fish on the date of the commencement of con-
struction. 

Each owner and contractor are responsible for 
ensuring that their project meets all governmen-
tal laws and regulations whether they be federal, 
state, local or otherwise 

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

Once a project is approved and work begins on
-site, work must commence forward with no 
period of over three weeks without work being 
done on the project. Projects must be completed 
within 24 months of commencement plus 12 
months for the landscaping.  

ALCOHOL / DRUGS 

No construction worker shall be allowed on  
property at any time while under the influence 
of any drugs or alcohol. No tobacco, alcohol or 
drugs shall be consumed on any construction 
site by any construction worker or contractor.  

SANITARY FACILITIES 

All projects must be provided with sufficient 
sanitary facilities which shall be maintained in 
a regular manner to eliminate any foul smells 
or other nuisance.  

This includes portable bathrooms, dumpsters, 
trash barrels, and recycling containers.  

Owners and contractors are encouraged to re-
cycle construction materials and will not burn 
construction materials on site.  

PETS 

Pets belonging to construction personnel are 
not allowed on the development property.  

NON-LIABILITY  

ARC and the HOA shall be indemnified from 
any liability associated with this document or 
ARC actions as they are related to these guide-
lines and the Tamarack Ridge Covenants.  
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APPENDIX 
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Property Number: 

 

Description of Proposed Improvement: 

 

Owner Contact Information: 

 

Architect Contact Information: 

 

Please attach any further documentation and the application fee of $500 and return to: 

Tamarack Ridge Home Owners Association c/o Jeremy F. Oury, AIA 
235 Central Ave 

Whitefish, MT 59937 

CHECKLIST-(please include five sets of drawings)  

___Preliminary Design Review  Application Form  
___Preliminary Design Review Fee of $500  
___Drawings of proposed improvement Submitted at a maximum size of 24" X 36"  
___Site plan  
___Schematic floor and roof plans  
___Schematic elevations  
___Exterior material schedule and descriptions  
___Staking Requirements: All proposed improvements must be staked on site with descriptions  
on each stake so that an ARC representative may justify the staking with the submitted site plan. 
___Tree Tagging: All trees proposed for removal shall be clearly marked with bright plastic tape 
around the trunk approximately five feet above the ground level.  

I hereby certify that all information contained within this application is accurate. 

 

Owner / Owner Agent _____________________________Date ___________________ 

Appendix A 

PRELIMINARY DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATION FORM 
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Appendix B 

FINAL DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATION FORM 

Property Number: 

Description of Proposed Improvement: 

Owner Contact Information: 

Architect Contact Information: 

Please attach any further documentation and the application fee of $750 and return to: 

Tamarack Ridge Home Owners Association c/o Jeremy F. Oury, AIA 
235 Central Ave 

Whitefish, MT 59937 

CHECKLIST- (please include five sets of drawings) 

__ Final Design Review Application Form 

__ Final Design Review Fee of $750 

__ Construction documents 

Construction Documents submitted at a maximum size of 
24" x 36" that generally conform with the Preliminary De-
sign Review documents reviewed by ARC. Including but 
not limited to: 

•    Site Plan 

•    Floor and Roof Plans 

•    Elevations 

I hereby certify that all information contained within this application is accurate. 

Owner / Owner Agent __________________________________Date ____________ 

Sample Board to be 18" x 24" including: 

• Roof material and color 

• Exterior wall materials and colors 

• Exterior trim materials and colors 

• Window material and color 

 

 Exterior Material schedules 

 Landscape Plan 

 Lighting Plans 

 Structural Plans 

• Exterior door materials and colors 

• Stone/rock materials 

• Visible flashing materials 
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Appendix C 

ALTERATION APPROVAL FORM  

Property Number: 

Owner Contact Information: 

Architect Contact Information: 

 

Description of Proposed Alteration: 

Please describe the proposed alteration and attach five sets of any necessary documentation, 
drawings, etc. and return to the Architectural Review Committee with a fee payment of $250.  

Owner/ Owner Agent _____________________________________ Date______ 
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Appendix D 

Preliminary Design Review Application Fee  $500  

Final Design Review Application Fee  $750  

Alteration to Improvement Form  $250  

All checks shall be payable to: Tamarack Ridge Home Owners Association 
c/o Jeremy F. Oury, AIA 

235 Central Ave 
Whitefish, MT 59937 

Fee Schedule 
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Appendix E 
Construction Materials Sample Board  

The Tamarack Ridge Design Guidelines  requires you to submit a Construction Materials 
Sample Board outlining the materials to be used during any type of construction or re-
construction to your home or lot. Below are examples of material boards detailing the ex-
terior materials you are going to use in the construction of your home that are subject to 
ARC approval.   

Electronic boards may be submitted so long as they provide sufficient detail for the ARC 
to review.  If they do not then the ARC may request a physical material board that shall  
be apx 18” x 24”  that show samples of the actual materials proposed. 

MATERIAL BOARD EXAMPLE 
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Appendix F 

Tamarack Ridge Site Map Diagram  
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TAMARACK RIDGE ARCHITRUAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Application and submittal requirements for registration as a qualified professional 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of principal or responsible party: 

Business name:  

Business structure (Sole Proprietorship, Corporation, Partnership):  

Contact information:  

 

Checklist 

�   Provide contact information for two (2) recent customer references. 

�    Provide digital copies of current portfolio of work. 

 

Appendix G 
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APPROVED ARCHITECTS LIST 

Jeremy Oury– Rocky Mountain Homes 
406.363.5680 Office 406.544.9615 Cell 

1883 Highway 93 S. 
Hamilton, MT 59840 

joury@rmlh.com  
www.RockyMountainLogHomes.com 

Additional Architects can request approval.  After they have 
been vetted and proven to meet the Design Review Committee’s 

criteria they shall be added to the list. 



 36 

APPROVED BUILDERS LIST 

Rocky Mountain Homes 
Design-Build Firm  

Michael Turley, Montana General Contractors Lic No. 204277 
406.363.5680 Office 406.544.9615 Cell 

1883 Highway 93 S. 
Hamilton, MT 59840 

sales@rmlh.com  

Additional Builders can request approval.  After they have been vetted 
and proven to meet the Design Review Committee’s criteria they shall 

be added to the list. 
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APPROVED  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS LIST 

Landscape Architects can request approval.  After they have been 
vetted and proven to meet the ARC’s criteria they shall be added to 
the list. 
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Lot 12's flatter, end of cul de sac location and private (shared) driveway access 
directs a small estate composition that could allow for a range of materials de-
pending on desired level of finish. Public hall, master suite, and garage/guest 
elements are separated by lower circulation links, which allows for orientation of 
each element towards specific off-site views. Gable (traditional) or shed 
(contemporary) forms can be used solely or in combination, and materials can 
range from wood and rock to formed concrete and steel, can be used in combina-
tion on this private, heavily treed site. 

Lot 12 Example 
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Lot 7's terrain encourages a stepped plan with articulated program massing, sep-
arating the home’s major elements (garage and guest, public spaces, and private 
master suite) as individual gable forms connected by lower-pitched volumes or 
"links." Garage can be integrated into lower portion of site, allowing for footprint 
of master suite or guest above. Central form houses public kitchen/living/
dining spaces, entry, and vertical circulation, and creates footprint for balance of 
guest space above. Third volume may contain guest or master bedrooms and can 
be placed at upper portion of site, possibly a half-level above entry volume. 
Combinations of rustic and modern materials (wood siding, rock, steel, and 
glass) with exposed wood timber frame elements can range from traditional and 
rustic to contemporary in composition. 

Lot 7 Example 


